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WHAT IS ECO-CLUB?

nvironmental education and activities is a core

mandate for Eco-Ethics International Union-

Kenya (EEIU-Kenya), and there could be no
better institutions to implement this other than learning
institutions and colleges where young brains gather to be
shaped.

For sure, the strategy has been working well with EEIU-K
by involving the students actively in environmental
activities through eco-clubs under the guidance of a
teacher —patron.

A club registers with EEIU-K by paying a one-off
registration fee of Ksh. 1000 and an annual subscription
of Ksh. 500. The program emphasizes on actions through
tree planting, lectures, debates, competition, video shows
and  educational tours to mention but a few. The
program is currently strong in Mombasa but with new
partnerships with Kenya Organization for Environmental
Organization (KOEE), we shall be broadening up to
other parts of the Kenyan coast.

ECO-CLUB WRITES ON GLOBAL WARMING
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Make Kyoto a true reflection

Geographers have brought it to our attention that the snow
that beautifully caps our mountain peak is receding thanks to
global warming.

Industrialization is one of the genesis of this phenomenon. For
Kenya,
opportunities, increased products value and increased govern-
ment revenues. It appears good at the face value.

industrialization would mean more employment

When scientists cited industries as being responsible for the
climate change, it scemed like a bolt from the blue sky to a
layman. In reality, it has been witnessed in the form of

prolonged droughts, higher temperatures and floods experienced
during the ElNifo rains of 2007,/2008.

Although industrialization cannot be done away with, it
should be made sustainable. When fossil fuel users add CO,
into the atmosphere, it acts as a blanket for the sun’s heat,
hence trapping it within our atmosphere, this results in more
evaporation, and high rainfall and
eventual floods. The floods destroy our property and causes
death. The property destruction resulting from the phenomenon
is costlier than the factors causing it.

more condensation

So let us not cry over spilt milk. Let us turn back to our
divine role of taking good care of nature. It is high time all
earthlings signed the Kyoto protocol in order to reduce this
global warming. It is discouraging that some countries like

the United States of America (USA) are selfishly adamant to
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embrace such a grand move. Is this a case of one man’s meat in
another man’s poison?

As the human race, we should put our heads together and talk with

one wvoice since two heads are better than one. REMEMBER a4
stitch in time saves nine.
By David Ali Dez 1z primary school

PLANNING WITH THE PATRONS -
by Richard Kiaka

Active participation of all stakeholders in any project
has become inevitable. Within the realm of project
management, participation should be encouraged in all
stages.

In order to strengthen eco-club program and to tap the
Skills and experience of club patrons a joint review,
evaluation and planning workshop was organized by
EEIU-Kenya in February this year at the EEIU-Kenya
meeting room. The input of the participating patrons
during the workshop was invaluable.

Some of the recommendations of the workshop
included regular trainings of the patrons on
environmental issues, leadership trainings for the
club committees , active involvement of patrons in
planning, seed money for micro-projects for individual
clubs and improved monitoring.
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Participants of patrons review and planning workshop

Patrons who participated in the workshop included: Mr.
Newton (Star of the Sea primary), Mrs. Gitahi (Sacred
Heart Primary), Mrs Mose (St. Augustine preparatory),
Ms Petronela (Sacred Heart Secondary), Mr. Waweru
(Mbuyuni  Primary), Ms Josephine (Kilindini
Secondary) and representatives of Mombasa
Politecnic and Active Youth Community Initiative.
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“Healthy wetlands Healthy people” was the topic for

debate.

Eco-clubs debate at Kilindini Secondary school

Even though the debaters viewed wetlands to be
posing some minimal threats to human life such
as  disease vector breeding areas, their ecological
and socio-economic functions put together are
invaluable. Such are to include natural purification
of the environment, support to the hydrological
cycle, habitat to biological diversity, and support to
livelihoods not to mention other socio-cultural
values.

The exhaustive debate discovered that man has
placed the economic value of the swamps, deltas,
estuaries and other forms of wetlands as a priority
the others. Pollution and
settlement and agriculture amongst other economic
ventures were identified as the worst enemies of
most wetlands. Thus sustainable use of the wetlands

over clearance for

is necessary for the health of humans and the living
organisms that depend on them.
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Moi forces academy goes green
By Margaret Kilunda

Every country on earth needs at least 10% forest
cover. Eco-clubs also sing in the same spirit by
promoting tree planting in and out of schools. Charged
by environmentalism spirit, eco-club members of Moi
Forces academy teamed up with EEIU-Kenya and
Active Youth Community Initiative— Likoni to plant a
number of trees in their school compound.
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St. Augustine Eco-club members participating in a wetlands talk
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